The Open Door
Open wide the door to Christ! - St. John Paul the Great
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Stewardship and the Apostolate of
the Laity
The work that we do as stewards of the Most High God constitutes,
in a very particular way, worship of Him.

“We exist to joyfully
worship God and
carry out the
mission of Jesus
Christ in the power
of the Holy Spirit.” Mission Statement of
Christ the King

”And God blessed them,
and God said to them, ‘Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and
have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds
of the air and over every
living thing that moves
upon the earth.’” (Gen. 1:28)
This is the first commandment that the newly-created
man and woman are given.

It is a profound statement of
their permanent responsibilities in relation to this
new creation—they are to
be its stewards, with
dominion over all. This is
further described a few
verses later when the role of
man in relationship to the
Garden of Eden is described
as being the responsibility
“to work it and to guard it.”

But lest that description of
“work”ing the Garden be
seen in too secular a sense,
it is important to note that
the Hebrew word there
translated as “work” also
means “to worship.” In other
words, the work that we do
as stewards of the Most
High God constitutes, in a
very particular way, worship
of Him.
Continued on page 2
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Stewardship and the Apostolate of the Laity
Continued from page 1

Stewardship

doing everything we do as
an act of love for Him Who
loved us first can help to free
us from operating simply
out of an obligation
mentality.

can be seen as
an act of worship
on our part.
As we prayerfully
meditate on this,
it can change our
whole attitude
toward how
we practice
stewardship
in our lives.

Previous page and detail on
this page: The Garden of
Eden with the Creation of Eve
by Jan Brueghel the Younger.
From Wikimedia Commons.

Fr. Ed Fride is Pastor of Christ
the King.

The same connection is
made by our word Liturgy, a
word which we most
immediately associate with
the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass. The Greek word
Liturgy is a combination of
two Greek words: the first,
laos, is the word from which
we get our English word
“laity”; the second, ergos, is
the word from which we get
our English word “energy.”
Liturgy is literally the “work
of the people.” In the mindset of both Testaments, the
work that we do for the
Holy One of Israel, the work
that we do as a function of
our taking up the stewardship that He has given to us,
constitutes a form of our
worship of Him!

as an act of worship on our
part.

From a practical point of
view this means that our
using the three fundamental dimensions of
stewardship—our time,
talent, and treasure—to
build His Kingdom is not
simply the result of an
obligation on our part
(which it obviously is). More
importantly, it can be seen

This can also impact how
we do stewardship from a
practical point of view. Some
folks get caught up in the
obligation dimension, e.g., if
“tithe” literally means that I
“owe” God 10%, is that 10% of
gross or 10% of net? (Our
finance guys hope you see it
as “gross.” ☺) St. Teresa of
Calcutta’s constant focus on
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As we prayerfully meditate
on this, it can change our
whole attitude toward how
we practice stewardship in
our lives. It is one thing to do
something out of a sense of
duty because it is a formal
obligation, but quite another
to do it as an act of love, an
act of worship. It can be
helpful, in terms of our own
personal motivation, to see
that when we practice
stewardship in our lives, we
not only fulfill our clear
obligation to do so, but that it
is, in a very real sense, a
concrete way to satisfy that
First Commandment, that we
love Him with all our heart,
mind, soul, and strength!

To move from a “what’s the
least I have to do for God”
attitude to one of “how can I
better love Him with my
whole heart” is part of the
ongoing growth that
hopefully we all aspire to as
followers of the Lord Jesus.
How do I, as a disciple of the
Lord Jesus, give my time, my
talent, and my treasure as an
act of love, an act of worship
for Him Who has given so
much for me?
The fact that the first
commands of Genesis bring
together in this idea of
stewardship both the
practical dimension that we
exercise as well as seeing it
in the context of worship
demonstrates that all the
actions of our lives are
meant to be done in love, in
service, of the One Who
loved us first. The King of
Kings has given us His Holy
Spirit to assist us, to lead us
“into all truth.” As we ask His
guidance and direction,
especially concerning what
this means for us from a
practical point of view, He
Who is faithful will respond
to our need and show us
how we may best serve Him
in this area of our lives! Even
so, come, Lord Jesus, come!
Ͷ Fr. Ed Fride
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Discipleship Encounters

Growing in the Lord as a family
We are so grateful for the
treasure that our parish is to our
family and all the opportunities
for growth that it has to offer,
both in the community and with
the Lord. We started our kids
with Baptism and have continued through the Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd/Atrium,
reception of the Sacraments,
Religious Education, Fuel, and
Upper Room.
The formation in Christian discipleship available through Christ
the King is a gift of love, beautifully feeding and increasing our
spiritual growth at home. We’ve
enjoyed watching our sons be
nurtured in their faith as the
catechists and Fuel leaders help
disciple our kids to develop a
relationship of their own with
Jesus. They come home eager
for conversation about their
joyful discoveries! Upper Room
provides opportunities for all
ages in our family to serve in
various ways and to frequently
experience His Presence with
charismatic praise and worship.

The Halversons’
involvement at
Christ the King
has provided
opportunities for
each member of
the family to grow
in the use of their
spiritual gifts.

Our involvement at Christ the
King has provided opportunities for each of us to grow in
the use of our spiritual gifts by
enriching our family-prayer
time, experiencing physical
healings, evangelizing our
Protestant relatives, and recognizing divine appointments
to boldly pray with others in
public, which has even led to
several people attending various Catholic events!

We are delighted to support
these vital works with our
time, talent, and monetary
treasure. Without these valuable ministries, we wouldn’t
be enjoying the abundant life
that we are now living! — The
Halverson Family: Mark,
Laura, Andrew, Thomas, and
Baby Joshua

Did you know?
There are 910 registered households at Christ the King.
Our average Sunday Mass attendance is 1,330.
155 children are enrolled in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS).
150 1st-6th grade students are in elementary Religious Education classes.
105 7th and 8th graders are in Confirmation prep classes.
There are 15 CGS catechists, 14 elementary grade catechists, and
4 Confirmation class catechists.
• On average, 90 teens attend the Tuesday night prayer meetings and
105 teens attend the fall and winter teen retreats.
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Volunteers collaborate on new mosaic
Claudia Burns was inspired by one of her mentors, who created
mosaics and murals in poor neighborhoods with community help.
She thought, “If she can do it there, why not in a church?”
“What compels me

Because the mosaic was being proposed for the
Worship Space, Claudia’s design needed to be
approved, not only by Fr. Ed, but also by a Diocesan
committee and Bishop Boyea.

most in your
project is the
dream behind it
that reminds me
of the building
of medieval
cathedrals …
a community of
sinners/believers
builds their
thanksgiving to

Liturgical Art Committee Chair Claudia Burns with
three of the many volunteers who worked on the
mosaic: (l-r) Diane Nymberg, Annette Collins,
Claudia, and Glenis Collins.

God together…”
—A volunteer

Tim Leidy was one of the volunteers who spent hours
scoring and breaking 12”x12” glass sheets into the individual pieces needed for the mosaic. Claudia, a retired art
teacher, taught about 10 regular volunteers and about 35
periodic volunteers the skills needed to create the mosaic.

A sample section of one of the panels
was set up against the Altar of Repose
to verify that the colors worked well.
THE OPEN DOOR
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Volunteers collaborate on new mosaic
Krista Koehler (l) and
Rachel Leerkes (r) were
among the volunteers
who took on the painstaking work of attaching
the individual pieces of
glass onto the mosaic.
Over the course of 15
months, more than 1,750
volunteer hours were
spent on creating and
installing the mosaic.

“...in the end it is a
gift of beauty
where the work of
the Holy Spirit is
present and alive
and speaking
loudly the story of
God and His love
for us.”

This close-up photo of
one of the side panels
shows the fine detail that
went into the mosaic.

At the time that this newsletter went to press, the
mosaic was scheduled to
be installed Thanksgiving
week, in time for the feast
of Christ the King. Those
interested in learning more
about what went into creating this artwork are invited
to check out the Facebook
page, “Mosaic ProjectChrist the King Church.”

Did you know?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We have 326 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 60 readers,
43 youth servers, 25 adult servers, 16 sacristans, and 22 ushers.
We have about 65 musicians on the Mass music teams, 44 Adult Choir
members, and 43 musicians serving at Upper Room.
On average, 120 people attend Friday night Upper Room Praise & Worship.
350 guests, including about 100 teens, plus 200 volunteers participated in
Alpha last year.
About 200 people participated in discipleship groups last year.
About 650 people attended last year’s Parish Mission led by Fr. Jacques
Philippe.
180 women attended last year’s women’s retreat.
About 200 people attended the Fire It Up! Retreat last year.

—A volunteer

PAGE 6

Charitable giving and the New Tax Act
The primary
purpose of
charitable giving is
to support the
Church and other
charitable causes,
not to obtain
tax benefits.
Nonetheless, it is
important to
understand how
your giving may be
affected by
changes in the
tax law ...

Charitable planning is very different for those under or over age 70 ½
The primary purpose of
charitable giving is to support the Church and other
charitable causes, not to
obtain tax benefits. Nonetheless, it is important to understand how your giving may
be affected by changes in
the tax law in order to take
advantage of any tax deductions associated with your
charitable gifts.
Charitable planning is very
different for those under or
over age 70 ½.

Under Age 70 ½: Change
in Standard Deduction
One of the biggest changes in
the new act was the doubling
of the standard deduction.
This means that there is no
need to track itemized deductions unless total deductions exceed the new standards: $12,000 for singles and
married couples filing separately, $18,000 for heads of
households, and $24,000 for
married couples filing jointly.
This change in the standard
deduction does not affect:

Dennis Mitzel is a founding
member of Christ the King
and a member of the
Finance Council.
He is an estate planning
attorney with Mitzel Law
Group PLC and a
frequent speaker on estate
planning and charitable
giving topics.

• People who formerly
claimed the standard
deduction.
• Those who have made
extremely large charitable
gifts and are well beyond
the new standard deduction level.
The law can affect, however,
those who itemized under
the old law, but whose
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deductions will now fall near
or below the higher standard
deduction limit. There are
options for these people to
consider:
1) Continue Current Pattern
of Charitable Giving Most
individuals will likely continue
their current pattern of giving
and not worry about the impact of the new law.
2) Bunch Charitable Gifts
Some may bunch their charitable giving so as to make two
or three years’ worth of gifts
in a single year. By concentrating the gifts in one year, they
can itemize in that year and
use the standard deduction in
the alternate years.
One of the practical considerations of bunching is that
the donor must have the
funds available at the end of
the bunching year in order to
prepay the following year’s
planned contributions. This
issue can sometimes be
addressed by using gifts of
securities rather than cash.
This has the added advantage
of providing a charitable
deduction without having to
recognize any capital gain.
Some may prefer to bunch
their gifts in one year but still
have the payments spread out
over time. One technique that
can address this issue is the
use of a donor-advised fund,
that is, a fund which allows a
contribution to be made in
one year but allows those

funds to be redistributed to
charity over time as requested by the donor. Donoradvised funds are operated
by many institutions including the Catholic Foundation
of Michigan (Archdiocese of
Detroit), The Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of Lansing (soon), and most financial institutions.

Over Age 70 ½: Dramatic
New Opportunities
Individuals who are over
70 ½ and have IRAs have a
great opportunity under the
charitable rollover rules.
Individuals age 70 ½ or older
may transfer funds directly
from their IRAs to a charitable organization without
needing to report the withdrawal as taxable income.
This will give them a 100%
reduction in income for their
gifts, whereas they might
not have received any benefit for a direct cash gift. This
benefit is so dramatic that
most individuals over 70 ½
should be making all charitable contributions from their
IRAs.
Individuals interested in
learning how the new tax
law affects their own situation should discuss these
issues with their own tax
advisor or financial planner.
— Dennis Mitzel
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Christ the King 2017-2018 Financial Report

REGULAR GIVING
The table below may assist you,
along with your prayerful consideration, in determining the
amount of your regular Sunday
offering:

Did you know?
•

•
•
•

•

Approximately 17% of our donations for the year are received in
December, compared with 7.5% in
each of the other 11 months.
773 year-end giving statements
were issued for 2017.
219 people donated through
Online Giving last year.
371 parishioners received
donation envelopes; 234 parishioners donated using those
envelopes.
It cost about $2,300 to supply
donation envelopes to
parishioners.
Continued on page 8
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Christ the King 2017-2018 Financial Report
Continued from page 7

Did you know?
Our gas, electric, and water bills
totaled over $76,000 last year.
• Our gas and electric bill last
January was over $9,800.
• It costs about $34,000 annually
to insure the parish for property
and liability.
•

Continued on page 10
THE OPEN DOOR
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Staff Profile

Bruce Hohnke
Please tell us a little about
your background.
I was born in the Traverse City
area. My first wife, Peggy Sue,
was one of my closest friends all
through school. When I was in
8th grade and she was in 6th,
I gave her chocolates and a ring.
☺ We were married for 35 years
and had two wonderful sons.
Peggy developed rheumatoid
arthritis in her 20s. She died of
complications from RA in
February 2011 at age 52.
I met my current wife Diane in
Spring 2014, and we were
married in Fall 2014. Peggy’s
sister Debbie is convinced that
Peggy sent Diane to me. She has
been such a blessing. And she
always makes sure that I
remember my past life with
Peggy, our anniversary, etc.
What did you do for work
before coming to the parish?
I moved to this area in 1978 to
work for GM. I worked there for
30 years. I was a factory worker,
a utility player: I enjoyed
learning all the different jobs.
On my breaks, I would walk
around the plant, looking at
what other folks were doing.
When I learned all the jobs in my
department, I would apply for a
transfer to another department.
After I retired, I took a year off,
but Peggy encouraged me to
find another job. (I think having
me around was getting on her
nerves. ☺) So in 2009 I started at
an apartment complex in Ann
Arbor, first as a seasonal

grounds employee, then as
part of their maintenance
staff.

Bruce Hohnke, our
maintenance worker,
started working at
Christ the King in
January 2013. He
brings, not only his
skills, but his great
smile and infectious
joy to everything he
does for the parish.

So how did you end up at
CTK?
Peggy had been hiding from
me just how bad her condition
was getting. Her RA had
gradually gotten more severe
and finally affected her chest.
It wasn’t until I was home for
Christmas week in 2010 that I
realized just how sick she was.
I took a medical leave of
absence to take care of her,
and she died two months later
in February 2011.
After Peggy passed, I wasn’t
doing well. My faith was
shaken; I was drinking too
much; I wasn’t liking my job.
I needed a change.
A neighbor was told by Dan at
Fr. Gabriel Richard High School
that Christ the King was
looking for a maintenance
person because Larry Babcock
was about to retire. My
neighbor knew that I was
looking for a change, so he
mentioned it to me. I started
working here in January 2013.
This job was really what the
Lord provided. I love working
here and my faith has been
built back up. 
What’s your favorite part of
your job?
Interacting with the people,
staff and parishioners. People
are so friendly. Everybody
works together. No matter
what we face, we get through
it.

Well, you make it easy for
people to work with you.
St. John of the Cross wrote,
“Where there is no love, put
love in and you will draw
love out.” You do the same
thing with joy: you put joy
in and you draw joy out.
I like that! Put that in! ☺
What do you see looking
ahead? Any plans to retire
again?
Not right now. I don’t want to
rust out, I want to wear out.
In maybe 5-10 years, though,
we’re thinking of moving
further up north to someplace
a little more secluded on a
lake.
If you could say one thing to
the folks at Christ the King,
what would it be?
I’m so blessed that the Lord
brought me here. There’s no
discounting how my life has
changed. Everyone has been
so understanding, so helpful.
I enjoy each and every one of
you!

I’m so blessed
that the Lord
brought me
here.
There’s no
discounting
how my life has
changed. …
I enjoy each and
every one of
you!
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Witness to Hope update

Ken Bogan is the
Director of Operations
at Christ the King.
He can be reached at
kbogan@ctkcc.net.

Last year Christ the King participated in the Diocese of
Lansing Witness to Hope
(WTH) capital campaign. This
campaign was to raise money
for both the Diocese and for
capital projects here at CTK.
CTK’s total WTH goal was to
raise $4 million, of which approximately $1 million was to
go to the Diocese and $3 million to CTK for capital projects. The CTK projects supported by the campaign are
expansion of the church narthex, finishing of the church
lower level, and expansion of
the parking lots.
To date, we have received
pledges of $2.6 million. After
subtracting the Diocesan portion, we are left with $1.6 million pledged for our projects,

leaving us $1.4 million short
of our goal. Because we’ve
satisfied the Diocesan goal,
100% of any additional
pledges come back to the
parish.
Given the current level of
pledged support, the parish
is planning to move forward only with the design
and detailed cost estimates
for expanding the narthex
and finishing the lower level. This will enable us to

determine the shortfall
and identify next steps.
The CTK Facilities Commission has estimated
that the earliest that any
construction can begin is
Spring 2020, depending
on the total amount
pledged and the pledge
payments received at
that point.
Additional pledges to
make up for our shortfall
can still be made to the
WTH campaign for our
parish at the website
witnesstohope.net. Please
be sure to indicate Christ
the King—Ann Arbor in
the parish affiliation field.
— Ken Bogan

Christ the King 2017-2018 Financial Report
Continued from page 8
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Schedule of Major Events
• 11/29-12/1: Parish Mission
• 12/7, 5:30pm: Vigil of the
Immaculate Conception,
12/8, 9:00am: Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
• 12/13: Lessons and Carols
Concert
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MAJOR EVENTS—DECEMBER 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

25

26

27

28

29

30

Dec. 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Jan. 1

2

3

4

5

• 12/14: Upper Room
• 12/15: Alpha Celebration
• 12/17-20: Advent Penance
Services at Ann Arbor parishes
• 12/24 & 25: Christmas Vigil &
Christmas Day
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
• 12/24-1/1: Parish offices closed
• 12/31, 5:30pm: Vigil of
Mary, Mother of God
1/1/19, 10:30am: Solemnity of
Mary, Mother of God
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
For more information about these
and other events, check the bulletin or go to www.ctkcc.net.

Save the Dates!
Lessons and Carols
Choir Concert
Thursday evening, Dec. 13
7:30-9:30pm
CTK Worship Space
Join the CTK Adult Choir for
an evening of Advent
prayer, meditation, and
music. Free admission. All
ages are welcome. Light
refreshments to follow.

Women’s Day of Renewal
Saturday, Jan. 26, 2019
Men’s Retreat
Friday- Saturday,
Mar. 29-30, 2019
Christ the King
Join us in the new year for
these special times of reflection on “Real Suffering:
Finding Hope and Healing
in the Trials of Life.”

World Marriage Day
Mass, Dinner, and Dance
Saturday evening, Feb. 9
4:30pm Mass at CTK with
renewal of vows, followed
by dinner and dancing at a
local venue.
All married couples are
welcome to join in this celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage.

Check future bulletins for
more details about these
great events!

Coming in future issues…
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4000 Ave Maria Dr.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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Facebook.com/ctkcc
Senior Leadership Team
Fr. Ed Fride, Pastor: fr.ed@ctkcc.net
Ken Bogan: kbogan@ctkcc.net
Sr. Dorcee Clarey, SGL: srdorcee@att.net
Dcn. Dan Foley: dcndan@aol.com
John Hoving: jhoving@ctkcc.net
Bill Pressprich: wpressprich@comcast.net
Deacons
Dcn. Dan Foley: dcndan@aol.com
Dcn. Gerry Holowicki: dcngerry@ctkcc.net
Dcn. John Ozog: dcnjohn@ctkcc.net
Dcn. Larry Randolph: dcnlarry@ctkcc.net
Dcn. Lou Russello: dcnlou@ctkcc.net
Dcn. Wayne Slomiany: dcnwayne@ctkcc.net
Parish Pastoral Council
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Christian Fenton
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•

Parishioner and ministry profiles

•

Youth ministry

Arts and the Church
Look for this and more in future issues of

•

The Open Door
Parish Staff
Dorothy Babcock, Facilities Manager: dbabcock@ctkcc.net
Ken Bogan, Director of Operations: kbogan@ctkcc.net
Martin Doman, Director of Worship: mdoman@ctkcc.net
Jessica Dudek, Director of Evangelization: jdudek@ctkcc.net
Caroline Gambale-Dirkes, Upper Room Coordinator: cdirkes@ctkcc.net
Rosalia Guza, Clerical Assistant: lifeteen@ctkcc.net
Aimée Godfrey, Director of Adult Discipleship: agodfrey@ctkcc.net
Theresa Hofer, Communications Coordinator: thofer@ctkcc.net
Bruce Hohnke, Maintenance
Cathi Horning, Janitor
John Hoving, Director of Youth Discipleship: jhoving@ctkcc.net
Peter Kadeli, Choir Director: pkadeli@ctkcc.net
Tirienne Leonard, Assistant to the Director of Worship:
tleonard@ctkcc.net
Sharon Messiter, Parish Secretary: smessiter@ctkcc.net
Susan Perrier, Assistant Director of Youth Discipleship, sperrier@ctkcc.net
Harrison Raney, Life Teen Music Director: harrisonraney@gmail.com
Lauren Sauter, Youth Discipleship Administrative Assistant:
lsauter@ctkcc.net
Hannah Stroup, Clerical Assistant: hstroup@ctkcc.net
Mark Zielman, Liturgical Coordinator: mzielman@ctkcc.net

We welcome your comments. Please send them to Theresa Hofer at
thofer@ctkcc.net.
The Open Door is the monthly newsletter of Christ the King Catholic Church.

As each one has received a gift,
use it to serve one another
as good stewards of
God’s varied grace.
1 Peter 4:10

