The Open Door
Open wide the door to Christ! - St. John Paul the Great
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The Church from the Eucharist
Without the Eucharist, there is no Church. Without priesthood, there is no Eucharist.
by Fr. Ed Fride

“We exist to joyfully
worship God and
raise up Spirit-filled
disciples.” - Mission
Statement of Christ
the King

The Church from the
Eucharist (Ecclesia de Eucharistia) was the title of the last
encyclical written by Pope St.
John Paul the Great. For his
last public statement of the
Church’s teaching, he chose
to focus on what was most
dear to him, the Eucharistic
Lord Himself. The title he
chose wonderfully describes
the essential connection
between the very existence
of the Church and the
Presence of her Eucharistic

Lord: without the Eucharist,
there is no Church.
This truth expresses another
truth so prominently proclaimed by the Fathers of the
Second Vatican Council, that
the Eucharist is the source
and summit of the Christian
life. It is the source from
which the power of the
Church flows and It is the
point to which all the activity
of the Church returns. It is the
Lord Jesus Himself, sending

forth His followers to proclaim the Good News and
inviting all they meet to
come, “to taste and see the
goodness of the Lord.”
In many traditions, the focal
point of evangelization is that
the person would surrender
their lives to Jesus Christ as
their personal Lord and
Savior. Pope St. John Paul the
Great demonstrates how
crucial that is in his very
definition of conversion:
Continued on page 2
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The Church from the Eucharist
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For the Church,

it attacks the very fabric of the
Church’s life, of her very existence. Tragically, some of that
attack has been self-inflicted by
the criminal and gravely sinful
acts of priests themselves. But
the Lord Jesus passionately
loves the Bride He laid down His
life for and has promised that
the gates of Hell would never
prevail against her. Part of His
response to this situation is to
continue to issue a call to men
to serve Him in the priesthood.

evangelization
is completed
by actually
receiving the
Lord Jesus,
Body and Blood,
not just into
our hearts as a
personal
commitment,
but receiving
His actual Body
and Blood into
our hearts by
receiving the
Eucharistic Lord
Himself.

Front page and this page:
Image by Robert Cheaib from
Pixabay, www.pixabay.com.

Conversion means accepting, by a personal decision,
the saving sovereignty of
Christ and becoming his
disciple.
Redemptoris Missio, #46
But for the Church, that does
not complete the process of
evangelization. For the
Church, evangelization is
completed by actually receiving the Lord Jesus, Body and
Blood, not just into our hearts
as a personal commitment,
but receiving His actual Body
and Blood into our hearts by
receiving the Eucharistic Lord
Himself. This is why during
the Easter Vigil, the most privileged time of reception of
new folks into the Church, the
high point of their reception is
their actual reception of the
Lord Jesus in the Eucharist.

THE OPEN DOOR

It marks the actual full Communion of the person with the
Lord Jesus and His People.
What is necessary for the
Eucharist to take place for the
People of God? The obvious
answer to that is the priesthood. From the very beginning of the Church’s life, the
priesthood has been seen as
necessary for the actual bringing about of the Presence of
the Eucharistic Lord during
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
In other words, and to draw
out the logical implication of
the Holy Father’s title statement: no priesthood, then no
Eucharist; no Eucharist, then
no Church.
One of the reasons why the
priesthood has been so much
under attack is that attacking

One of the most amazing of
His gifts to Christ the King has
been the abundance of priestly
vocations that have arisen.
Recently, at a reception for
several young men who had
received Candidacy, a formal
statement of their choosing to
pursue the vocation to the
priesthood, I was asked by
some folks there why I thought
there were so many vocations
coming from Christ the King.
I responded that I thought there
were several factors that were
crucial.
First, when a people is united in
actively seeking the Lord Jesus
and acknowledging His Lordship
over their lives, the importance
of seeking His will so as to know
how He is calling them to serve
Him is built into the fabric of
their lives. When young men
grow up in an environment in
which it is presumed that the
Lord Jesus has a call on their
lives to serve Him, then,
Continued on page 4
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“Speak, Lord, Your servant is listening”
Three of Christ the King’s alumni share their experiences of priesthood
By the grace of God, more than 25
men associated with Christ the King
have responded to the call of Jesus
to the priesthood. We asked three of
them who are priests for the Diocese of Lansing—Fr. Mark Rutherford, Fr. Jim Rolph, and Fr. Dan
Westermann—to share with us a bit
of their experiences.—TH

Please tell us a little about
your journey to the priesthood.
Fr. Mark I was 13 years old
when I first sensed Jesus calling me to the priesthood. By
His grace, my initial response
to Him was, “Yes.” Though
the call to the priesthood was
generic, I eventually discovered that Jesus intended for
me to pursue diocesan priesthood. I began seminary studies in the Fall of 2005 at Sacred
Heart Major Seminary in Detroit. I was ordained on June
13, 2009, by Bishop Boyea at
St. Mary Cathedral in Lansing.

Fr. Dan I grew up Catholic but
went through a bit of a rebellious phase in high school. Just
before the end of my junior year,
I got into some trouble, which
was the start of my conversion.
That summer, I reached out to a
couple of friends about starting
a men’s group. They said, “We’ve
got a men’s group that meets on
Tuesday nights at Christ the
King, come join us.” So I attended my first Life Teen meeting
[Life Teen was the precursor to
A1:8], where I saw things I’d never encountered before, like praying in tongues. When I asked
about it, they gave me a twominute Life in the Spirit Seminar
and then asked if I wanted to be
prayed with for the Baptism in
the Holy Spirit. It sounded good,
so I said, “Sure,” and I had a powerful encounter with Jesus.

I started coming to Life Teen. On
one of the retreats, Jesus spoke
to me very clearly about priestFr. Jim I never thought about hood. Near the end of my senior
the priesthood as I grew up. It year, I was getting ready to say
wasn't until my senior year at
something about it to my men’s
my Catholic high school that I group. Then, that night, Jim
began to hear the call. It was at Rolph announced that he felt
one of our weekly all-school
God was calling him to be a
Masses that I first felt God's
priest, and I said, “Me, too!” I
call to the priesthood. I was
went to St. John Vianney College
able to give God a chance and Seminary for four years and then
go to seminary to discern
studied in Rome at the North
whether or not this really was American College for four years.
God's plan for my life.
I was ordained June 14, 2014.
Throughout my time in semiWhere have you served so far
nary God made it very clear
as a priest, and what is your
that He had made me to be a
current assignment?
priest, but He would never
Fr. Mark For my main assignforce me into anything. Praise
ments, I started as a Parochial
God, He gave me the grace to
Vicar, first of St. Patrick Catholic
say, "Yes!"

Fr. Mark Rutherford first
sensed his call to the
priesthood when he was
13 years old. A priest of
the Diocese of Lansing,
he is current serving as
Judicial Vicar of the
Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA.

Church in Brighton from June
2009 to June 2012, and then of
Church of the Resurrection in
Lansing from June 2012 to August 2014. I then became Administrator of St. Mary Catholic
Church in Williamston; I was
named Pastor of St. Mary’s in
March 2016. In July 2020, I started my current assignment as
Judicial Vicar of the Archdiocese
for the Military Services, USA.
Fr. Jim I served as the Parochial
Vicar at St. John's in Fenton for
three years. I am now in my fifth
year as Chaplain at Powers Catholic High School in Flint.
Fr. Dan I spent two years in East
Lansing as Parochial Vicar at St.
Thomas Aquinas/St. John’s at
Michigan State. I then spent one
year back in Rome finishing my
licentiate in Moral Theology.
Then for one year and four
months, I was Parochial Vicar at
Holy Family in Grand Blanc under now-Bishop Jerry Vincke; I
was there when he was named
Bishop of Salina, Kansas. Then I
spent eight months as Administrator at Sts. Mary and Joseph in
Durand before becoming Pastor
of St. John the Baptist in Ypsilanti in the summer of 2019.

Listen to Jesus. …
The call begins
with a dialogue
between you and
Jesus in the deep
places of your
heart as an
individual, where
the personal
invitation takes
place.
Fr. Mark
Rutherford
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When a community gathers
around and honors the
Eucharistic Lord as the
center of their individual
and collective lives, this also
reinforces the importance of
the Eucharist, which then
fosters consideration of the
vocation to the priesthood.
hopefully, they spend time
actively pursuing Him to come
to know what His call for them
is. Many of them then experience a call to the Sacrament of
Ordination to the priesthood,
just as many others of them
experience a call to the Sacrament of married life.

Fr. Ed Fride is Pastor of
Christ the King. On
November 29, he celebrates the 35th anniversary of his ordination to
the priesthood.

When a community gathers
around and honors the Eucharistic Lord as the center of their
individual and collective lives,
this also reinforces the importance of the Eucharist, which
then fosters consideration of
the vocation to the priesthood.
This is particularly fostered in
faith-filled families: when kids
see how important the Eucha-

This page:
Above: Photo of the Monstrance
in Christ the King’s Adoration
Chapel.
Right: Photo from Canva,
www.canva.com.

rist and the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass is to their parents,
they learn that value and
begin to grow in it themselves. That also paves the
way to considering the
priesthood.
All of this is facilitated by an
environment in which the
presence and guidance of the
Holy Spirit is actively sought.
Any aspect of the parish’s life
which engages people, especially young people, to more
actively pursue a relationship
with the Lord Jesus in the
power of the Holy Spirit also
promotes vocations to the
priesthood.

The Good Shepherd constantly calls workers to His
harvest. May they hear and
respond!

The priesthood is the love of the Heart of Jesus.
When you see a priest, think of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
St. Jean Vianney

THE OPEN DOOR

It is always about the Lord
Jesus. He is the One Who
calls, He is the One Who provides for the needs of His
People. Drawing closer and
closer to Him in a committed
relationship of love and service will result in Him raising
up all the different vocations
necessary to adequately
serve the Bride that He loves,
including vocations to the
priesthood. He is the source
and summit and it is His will
that His People always have
access to His Presence as the
Eucharistic Lord.
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“Speak, Lord, Your servant is listening”
Continued from page 3

What has been your favorite
part about being a priest so
far?
Fr. Mark Without a doubt, it’s
celebrating the Sacraments and
preaching, most of all, the Holy
Mass and Reconciliation.
Preaching is a priest’s primary
duty, even above celebrating
Sacraments, because people
cannot believe unless they have
heard the Word of God proclaimed (Presbyterorum Ordinis,
4). Preaching and Sacraments,
however, often take place in the
same liturgy.

being lonely and being by myself most of the time. The surprising thing is that living life as
a priest is exactly the opposite!
As an extrovert, I've been surprised at how much I'm not
lonely, but actually need to get
more alone time.
Fr. Dan In seminary, they did a
good job of saying, “Expect the
unexpected.” So there hasn’t
been anything too crazy. I have
gone skydiving and flown in a
helicopter! These both involved
fundraisers at parishes I was
assigned to.

Fr. Mark Listen to Jesus. The
Vocations Director for the
Archdiocese and I were discussing this last week, and we
Fr. Jim Being a father. I love
What has been the most chalboth agreed, the call begins
being able to love, serve, prolenging?
with a dialogue between you
vide for, and protect those God
Fr. Mark The most challenging and Jesus in the deep places of
has entrusted to me. This is
part about being a priest is that
your heart as an individual,
manifested especially in Confesthe Holy Spirit never ceases to
where the personal invitation
sions and prayer ministry. Gosurprise me with His activity.
takes place. No priest, no paring through seminary was diffiFr.
Jim
The
most
challenging
ent, no friend, no bishop, no
cult because you weren't able to
part has been striving to be all
seminary formator can do this
care for and invest in people.
things
for
all
people.
Trying,
for
nor would they presume to
Being a priest has been so
example, to preach to both
replace this principal, interior
amazing because I get to live
young
and
elderly,
lukewarm
process. Second to this, there
out my identity as a father.
and zealous, those who are
are other circumstances that
Fr. Dan Seeing people encounready for more and those who
contribute to your discernter Jesus, either for the very
just need to be met where
ment, albeit in varying defirst time or in a deeper way,
they're at. It's difficult to have a grees: events, family, friends,
whether it’s at Mass or Confesfuneral Mass in the morning,
priests, your bishop, various
sion or Adoration. As a priest,
wedding in the afternoon, Conseminary formators, etc. The
it’s like you get a front row seat
fessions and a Vigil Mass. There's bishop, of course, determines
to seeing people encounter the such a deep desire to transform
if you have the qualities and
Lord.
lives, but it's difficult to minister are useful for ministry, both of
What has been the most
to so many people in such differ- which Jesus supplies to those
surprising? 
ent circumstances back-to-back. He calls. Above all, listen to
Fr. Mark The most surprising
Fr. Dan Just moving as much as Jesus.
part is that the Holy Spirit, if I
I have. As a priest, you really fall Fr. Jim Give God a chance!
may use an expression of the
in love with the people, and it’s
Going into seminary I thought
Holy Father, never ceases to
hard to say goodbye.
I'd be proving to God that this
surprise me with His love and
wasn't for me. What really hapWhat would you say to any
movement. 
young man in the parish who pened was God showed me
Fr. Jim Going through semiis considering the priesthood? who He created me to be and
nary I was most nervous about
Continued on page 6

After serving three years
as a Parochial Vicar in
Fenton, Fr. Jim Rolph
has spent the last five
years as Chaplain at
Powers Catholic High
School in Flint. He’s
grateful for the guidance, witness, and truth
that he received in his
formative years at Christ
the King.

Being a priest has
been so amazing
because I get to
live out my
identity as a
father. … I love
being able to love,
serve, provide for,
and protect those
God has entrusted
to me.
Fr. Jim Rolph
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“Speak,
Lord, Your servant is listening”
Continued from page 5
Fr. Dan Westermann first
sensed his call to the priesthood while a high school
senior participating in
Christ the King’s Life Teen
program. He is currently
Pastor of St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church in
Ypsilanti.

Don’t be afraid!
Pope St. John
Paul II and Pope
Emeritus Benedict
XVI both talked
about the joy of
giving your life to
Christ. … Saying
yes to Jesus was
the best thing I
ever did and I’ve
never regretted it.
Fr. Dan
Westermann

please pray for each other, too.
You can pray for vocations. If
you have ever met an overly
exhausted priest or pastor, you
can safely assume you have
not prayed enough for vocations. Lastly, before you call or
send an email to any priest,
including bishops, have you
tried praying before sending
that email?
gave me a deep desire for it. I'd
encourage someone considering the priesthood to give God a
chance. He created you to love
and give of yourself; the only
question is HOW is He calling
you to love and give of yourself.
Fr. Dan Don’t be afraid! Pope St.
John Paul II and Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI both talked about
the joy of giving your life to
Christ. Pope Benedict said:
If we let Christ enter fully into
our lives, if we open ourselves
totally to him, are we not
afraid that He might take
something away from us? …
No! If we let Christ into our
lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of
what makes life free, beautiful
and great. No! Only in this
friendship are the doors of life
opened wide.
Saying yes to Jesus was the best
thing I ever did, and I’ve never
regretted it.
How can the parishioners of
CTK support you in prayer?
Fr. Mark Get on your knees and
start praying, if you are not already. You can pray for me, but

THE OPEN DOOR

Fr. Jim Remember us in your
daily prayers. I can't believe
what a difference it makes
when you know others are
praying for you and how much
you truly feel those prayers.
Fr. Dan Pray for the grace to
continually say, “Yes.” There’s
always that invitation from the
Lord to go deeper. 
Anything else you'd like to
add?
Fr. Mark I am grateful to the
Lord Jesus for Fr. Ed Fride for
his personal witness to the
Lord and to the priesthood
which have modeled for myself and others Spirit-filled and,
in particular, joy-filled priesthood. Happy 35th anniversary,
brother. May the Lord Jesus
richly bless you. Ad multos
annos!

Fr. Dan I’m so grateful for
Fr. Ed and his ministry. He has
such a deep love for Jesus and
for His Bride. I definitely would
not be a priest if it weren’t for
him.
At the prayer meeting of the
Life Teen Spring Retreat my
senior year, Fr. Ed stood up
and said, “There are ten women here who the Lord is calling
into religious life and five men
who He’s calling to the priesthood.” I had just started sensing the call to priesthood, and
I thought, “Oh, no!” Afterward,
I went up to him and asked,
“Father, do you know who the
men are?” and he said, “Yes.”
So I asked, “Can you say?” and
he said, “No.” So I then said,
“Well, if a friend of mine were
thinking about the possibility
of priesthood, what advice
would you give him?”
His advice was,
x Take regular time in prayer.
x Keep a journal.
x When you go to pray, say,
“Speak, Lord, Your servant is
listening,” and write down
what you sense Him saying.

After a while, if you’re being
called to the priesthood, it will
Fr. Jim Thank you to Fr. Ed and
be like an arrow pointing to
the Christ the King staff and
priesthood.
parishioners who created an
That was such great advice.
environment where the Holy
Not only did it help me, but
Spirit could move freely. I look
I’ve passed it on to several
back so fondly on my formaother men who were discerntive years at Christ the King
ing priesthood.
and am incredibly grateful for
the guidance, witness, and
truth that I was able to receive.
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Christ the King 2020-2021 Financial Report

Did you know?
x Christ the King currently has 857

registered households.
x Our average Sunday Mass attendance
(adults and children) in June 2021, the
first month after the Sunday obligation was restored, was 1,272 people.
x Approximately 16% of our donations
for the year were received in December. The remaining 84% came in the
other 11 months.
x Over 47% of our income was donated
through Online Giving, up from 40% in
FY2020 and 32% in FY2019.
REGULAR GIVING
The table to the right may assist you, along with your
prayerful consideration, in determining the amount of
your regular Sunday offering.
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Christ the King 2020-2021 Financial Report
Continued from page 7

Did you know?
x We had 35 Baptisms (1 adult, 34 children), 42

First Communions, and 54 Confirmations.
x On average, about 90 teens attended the
weekly A1:8 prayer meetings; the fall and
winter A1:8 retreats are attended by 110
teens each.
x 700 people attended the Healing the Whole
Person Parish Mission led by the John Paul II
Healing Center.
x Since January 2021, about 270 people have
participated in 14 Discipleship Groups.
THE OPEN DOOR
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Christ the King 2020-2021 Financial Report
Continued from page 8

Did you know?
x Music Ministry team members volunx
x

x
x
x

teered about 600 hours of service.
On average, over 2,200 people
watched each of our livestreamed
Sunday and Holy Day Masses.
On average, 1,128 people watched
each Upper Room prayer meeting on
our YouTube channel; an additional
8,000-10,000 watched through Shalom
World’s Prayer Channel.
Over 3,300 people have subscribed to
our YouTube channel.
More than 2,600 people have liked our
Facebook page; over 1,300 are part of
the Upper Room Facebook group.
We had more than 28,000 visitors to
our parish website.
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Witness
to Hope pledge drive and


project
update
by Ken Bogan
This artist’s rendering of an
outside view of the expanded narthex shows one possible option: extending the
entryway over the circle
drive to provide a sheltered
location for picking up and
dropping off people.

plans and estimate costs for
the narthex and lower level.
Where we are now
The architects provided interior drawings and elevations so
we can have a better idea of
what the spaces would look
like. Those drawings were also
used to get cost estimates. The
estimates for the two projects
together range from $3.6 to
$4.3 million. Between pledge
payments received and interest earned, the parish has $1.2
million on hand and about
$350,000 in collectible pledges.
That leaves us $2 to 2.7 million
short of the project estimates.

The expanded Narthex—
seen in this artist’s view
from the area to the right of
the current entrance—
would include a hospitality
area (on the right) and a
widened staircase to the
Lower Level (in the back
between the columns).

Where we go from here
Plans for finishing off
the Lower Level include
classrooms, restrooms, a
kitchen, and a conference/
reception area.

Where we have been

Ken Bogan is Director of
Operations at Christ the
King. If you have any
questions about parish
finances, please contact
him at 734-929-0989 or
kbogan@ctkcc.net.

three capital projects: expandIn 2017, Christ the King partici- ing the Church narthex, finishpated in the Diocese of Lansing ing the Church lower level, and
Witness to Hope (WTH) capital expanding the parking lots.
campaign. This campaign was We were able to raise pledges
to raise money for both the
totaling $2.68 million, which
Diocese and for capital prosatisfied our Diocesan goal.
jects here at CTK. CTK’s total
Unfortunately, we fell short
WTH goal was to raise $4 milof our parish goal by $1.3 million, of which approximately
lion. The Facilities Commission,
$1 million was to go to the Dio- led by Dcn. Larry Randolph,
cese and $3 million to CTK for
engaged architects to design

THE OPEN DOOR

We will begin sharing more
information about these projects in the near future. We
believe the expansion of the
narthex and the finishing of
the lower level would greatly
enhance the welcoming aspect
of the parish, as well as the
building’s usability. As this
information is rolled out, we
would like our parishioners to
look at the drawings and share
with the Senior Leadership
Team and parish staff their
thoughts. We also want parishioners to prayerfully consider
how they might be willing and
able to support these facility
enhancements.
Please keep this project in your
prayers as we discern the
Lord’s will going forward.
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Schedule of Major Events
For the Mass schedule, check the bulletin or
go to ctkcc.net/Mass-times

x 11/1: All Saints Day (not a Holy Day
of Obligation this year)
Parish Offices closed
x 11/2: All Souls Day
x 11/5, 19; 12/10: Upper Room
x 11/6: Mass for Children Lost during
Pregnancy and Birth
x 11/11-13: Unbound Women’s
Conference
x 11/12-14: A1:8 Fall Retreat
x 11/19: Mass celebrating Fr. Ed’s 35th
Ordination Anniversary
x 11/21: Solemnity of Christ the King
x 11/25-26: Thanksgiving
Parish Offices closed
x 11/29: Fr. Ed’s 35th Anniversary
x 12/8: Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception
Holy Day of Obligation
Parish Offices closed
x 12/24-25: Vigil and Solemnity of
Christmas
Holy Day of Obligation
x 12/24-1/2: Octave of Christmas
Parish Offices closed
x 12/31-1/1/22: Vigil and Solemnity of
Mary, Mother of God

MAJOR EVENTS
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Oct 31

Nov 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Dec 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Jan 1

For the latest information about these
and other events, check the bulletin or
go to www.ctkcc.net.

Save the Dates!
Lenten Parish Mission with
Jeff Cavins
Friday-Saturday, March 11-12
You won’t want to miss this
special event with renowned
Biblical teacher, speaker, and
author Jeff Cavins!

Holy Week and Triduum of the
Passion, Death, and Resurrection
of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Sunday, April 10, through
Sunday, April 17

Confirmation Mass with
Bishop Earl Boyea
Thursday evening, April 28
Please pray for our students as
they prepare to be sealed with the
Holy Spirit.

Check future bulletins
and our website,
ctkcc.net, for more
details about these
great events!

Back page: Detail of the photo
“Ordination to Priesthood Mass
at St John's Cathedral Norwich,
July 2019,” available under
Creative Commons License 2.0
via Wikimedia Commons,
www.commons.wikimedia.org.
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It was not you who chose Me,
but I who chose you and
appointed you to go and
bear fruit that will remain …
John 15:16

Parishioner stories

