
Incense Use at Christ the King 

(A helpful guide for Deacons & thurifers) 

1. Entrance Procession 

a. Immediately before the greeting, as soon as the celebrant arrives, 

the thurifer will approach the celebrant and deacon with the 

thurible. 

i. The thurifer will hand the boat to the deacon and hold up the 

thurible for the celebrant.  

ii. The deacon will hold out the boat for the celebrant, who will 

put some incense on the coals of the thurible. 

iii. The deacon will then return the boat to the thurifer. 

b. After the celebrant and deacon(s) have reverenced the altar, the 

thurifer will approach. 

i. The thurifer will hand the boat to the deacon and hold up the 

thurible for the celebrant. 

ii. The deacon will hold out the boat for the celebrant, who will 

put some incense on the coals of the thurible. 

iii. The thurifer will hand the thurible to the celebrant and 

receive the boat from the deacon. 

1. If the celebrant is a bishop, the thurifer will give the 

loaded thurible to the deacon to give to the bishop. 

iv. The celebrant will incense around the altar, pausing at the 

center point to incense the crucifix. 

1. During the Easter Season, the celebrant will incense 

the Paschal Candle after he has incensed the altar. 

v. After he has incensed the altar, the celebrant returns the 

thurible to the thurifer. 

1. If the celebrant is a bishop, he will return the thurible to 

the deacon, who then returns it to the thurifer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Gospel Procession 

a. As soon as the Gospel acclamation begins, the thurifer will 

approach the celebrant and the deacon at their chairs. 

i. The thurifer will hand the boat to the deacon and hold up the 

thurifer for the celebrant. 

ii. The deacon will hold out the boat for the celebrant, who will 

put some incense on the coals of the thurible. 

iii. The celebrant will place some incense on the coals of the 

thurible. 

iv. The deacon will return the boat to the thurifer and approach 

the celebrant for the blessing to proclaim the Gospel. 

v. After receiving the blessing, the deacon will approach the 

altar and pick up the Book of the Gospels. 

vi. There are two options for the Gospel Procession: 

1. The long form involves going from the altar, down the 

steps across from Section 5, around the front of the 

Sanctuary, then back up the steps closest to the ambo. 

2. The short form involves going from the altar directly to 

the ambo. 

a. The short form is used, without solemnity, at all 

other Masses throughout the year in which the 

Book of the Gospels is used. 

b. At the conclusion of the Gospel Acclamation, the deacon 

introduces the Gospel first, i.e. “A reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to N”. The deacon then takes the thurible from the 

thurifer and incenses the Book of the Gospels 6 times: 2 to the 

center, 2 to the left, 2 to the right. 

i. During the Easter Season, the Paschal Candle is also 

incensed before the Gospel is proclaimed. After incensing 

the Book of the Gospels, the deacon descends from the 

ambo with the thurible and stands in front of the Paschal 

Candle. He bows to the candle, incenses 2 sets of 3, then 

bows again. As he returns to the ambo, he returns the 

thurible to the thurifer, then proclaims the Gospel. 

 

 



3. Offertory 

a. After the offertory gifts have been received, they are placed on 

the altar. The celebrant will pray the blessing over the bread, then 

the wine. At this time, the thurifer will approach the altar. 

i. The thurifer will hand the boat to the deacon and hold up the 

thurible for the celebrant. 

ii. The deacon will hold out the boat for the celebrant, who will 

put some incense on the coals of the thurible. 

iii. The thurifer will hand the thurible to the celebrant and 

receive the boat from the deacon. 

1. If the celebrant is a bishop, the thurifer will give the 

loaded thurible to the deacon to give to the bishop. 

iv. The celebrant will incense around the altar, pausing at the 

center point to incense the crucifix. 

v. During the Easter Season, the celebrant will incense the 

Paschal Candle after he has incensed the altar. 

b. Returning to the altar, the celebrant will give the thurible to the 

deacon, who, after bowing to the celebrant, will incense the 

celebrant between 6 times (2 sets of 3), then bow again to the 

celebrant. 

i. If there are any concelebrants, they are incensed after the 

celebrant.  

ii. The deacon next travels to the front of the altar, where he 

bows to the congregation. He incenses the congregation in 

the following manner: Twice to the center sections, twice to 

the left sections, twice to the right sections. He bows again 

and returns the thurible to the thurifer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. The Consecration 

a. After receiving the thurible from the deacon, the thurifer returns to 

the stand and adds more incense to the thurible. During the 

Sanctus the deacon or, at his delegation, the thurifer, descends to 

the foot of the altar with the candle bearers, who are carrying lit 

candles. 

i. The deacon/thurifer kneels on the bottom step at the 

conclusion of the Sanctus. If the candle bearers are adults, 

they also kneel. If they are youth, they remain standing. 

ii. At the elevation of the Sacred Body after the words of 

consecration, the deacon/thurifer incenses the Host with 2 

sets of 3. 

iii. At the elevation of the chalice containing the Precious Blood 

after the words of consecration, the deacon/thurifer incenses 

the chalice with 2 sets of 3. 

iv. As the Memorial Acclamation is being sung, the 

deacon/thurifer returns to the Sanctuary and, making sure 

the thurible is returned to its stand, takes his station. 

 

According to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal1, “Before and 

after an incensation, a profound bow is made to the person or object that is 

incensed, except for the incensation of the altar and the offerings for the 

Sacrifice of the Mass. 

 

The following are incensed with three swings of the thurible: the Most 

Blessed Sacrament, a relic of the Holy Cross and images of the Lord 

exposed for public veneration, the offerings for the sacrifice of the Mass, the 

altar cross, the Book of the Gospels, the Paschal Candle, the priest, and the 

people.” 

 
1 GIRM 277 


